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Research subject The aim of the project was to create a data base to compile
comparative youth surveys which had been carried out
throughout East and West Europe since 1990 as a facility for
researchers, policy makers, students and anyone else who
might be interested. The data base has been designed to give
an overview of what kind of questions have been tackled so
far and where more information, i.e. reports, questionnaires
and data sets, can be obtained from. The project was
initiated in association with the Research Committe 34
“Sociology of Youth” which is part of the International
Sociological Association.

The countries included in the research are Norway, Sweden,
Finland, Denmark, UK, France, Germany, Belgium, Spain,
Italy, Portugal, Russia, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Slovakia,
Romania, Netherlands, Austria, Poland and Slovenia.

Methodology / Methods Research stages:
1. A questionnaire was designed to ask about surveys,

especially comparative or longitudinal ones: sample, date
of survey, contact person, main variables etc.

2. Construction of the data base containing all this
information using microsoft access.

3. The data base was put on the Internet with hyperlinks to
key relevant researchers and research institutes.

4. Discussion of key indicators for youth studies in Europe.

The questionnaire was sent to all youth contacts available
using both Internet searches and the contacts of the project
partners. The approach was to:
• search on the Internet
• search national and international survey archives
• send questionnaire to all known youth researchers (using

a mailing list from the International Sociological
Association)

• contact official youth institutes
• contact known researchers of whom we knew
• contact the Council of Europe Youth Forum
• send out messages on social sciences mailing lists.

The methodology was based upon the project “social
reporting” funded under the fourth framework programme
and directed by Heinz-Herbert Noll at the ZUMA survey
centre in Mannheim. In that case the Information Data Base
was on welfare surveys.



Abstract

The aim of this data base is to compile youth surveys which have been carried out
throughout East and West Europe since 1990 to inform youth workers, politicians and
youth researchers. It has been designed to give an overview of what kind of questions
have been tackled so far and where more information, i.e. reports, questionnaires and
data sets, can be obtained from. At present it can be found as part of the IHS
Department of Sociology web page (http://www.ihs.ac.at/soc/ysdb/ysdb.html). The
project was initiated in association with the Research Committe 34 “Sociology of
Youth” which is part of the International Sociological Association.

Main research results

Many people who were contacted did not respond and some responded too late to be
included in the project. The timescale of the project was between October 1998 and
March 1999.  It can be seen from the regional breakdown that some researchers and
countries responded much more fully than others. 1.146. surveys were collected and
documented, both national and comparative surveys. Only those surveys that were
explicitly about youth were included.

The Youth Surveys Information Data Base (YSDB) includes the following
information about the surveys:
� title
� primary investigator
� data collector
� period of investigation
� where the survey was carried out
� sample size
� age groups concerned
� description
� key words
� link to a relevant contact person or institute
� main publication based on the survey

Information on surveys is provided for the following countries: Austria, Denmark,
Finland, Germany, United Kingdom, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Russia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden. There is also a section of other international
surveys.

Finally a list of variables and issues which could span the countries of Europe on a
cross-national basis was also produced and included in the final report.

Conclusions

At the youth experts meeting which took place as part of this project, it was proposed
that the data base should be expanded and up-dated on a regular basis in the future, in
order to be a more useful resource. Also, the publication of the data base might



encourage people who sent in incomplete information to offer more information to the
data base. This is something that DG XXII could consider undertaking as the outlay and
effort involved is low now that the main data base has been established. It was also
suggested that one way of doing this would be that research projects sponsored by the
DG XXII “Youth for Europe” programme should send information about their research
to be included in the data base.

Main contribution to the objectives of the Yes for Europe Programme

This project contributes to the creation of research and resource infrastructure, and to
consolidating European resources.

Dissemination and bibliography references

Information about the YSDB base has been disseminated through the following media:
� It was added to the key words for certain search engines on the Internet, for one year

for a small fee.
� Various email discussion lists, including “European Sociologist” and “Youth and

Generations”.
� Notification of the YSDB was sent to the following journals: Journal of Youth

Studies, Youth and Society, the Nordic Youth Research Network Newsletter, the
newsletter of the Research Committee 34 “Sociology of Youth’ of the International
Sociological Association, and to all people who contributed to the data base.

At present the data base can be found as part of the IHS Department of Sociology web
page (http://www.ihs.ac.at/soc/ysdb/ysdb.html). It is also available in hard copy from
IHS.


