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Research Organisation Idrætsforsk, Research Institute of Sport, Body and Culture,
in Gerlev/Denmark, is a self-governing institution, financed
by the Danish Ministry of Culture. Makes research in the
fields of sociology, history, psychology and political science
of sports, dance and body culture. Connected with the
People's Academy of Sport in Gerlev and with a centre for
research and development of folk games.

Research Director Henning Eichberg, Dr.phil.habil., cultural sociologist and
historian, leader of research at Idrætsforsk. Held
professorships at the universities of Odense and
Copenhagen. Authored books in the fields of body culture
and sport, early military technology, Indonesian studies and
studies in ethnic minorities and national identity.

Research Partner
organisation

� Universite de Nice - Sophia Antipolis, France, U.F.R.
S.T.A.P.S. (Physical education) - Nancy Midol

� University of Stirling,  Scotland, Department of Sports
Studies – Grant Jarvie.

Research Partner � Grant Jarvie  is professor and head of the Department
of Sports Studies at the University of Stirling, Scotland.
PhD from the University of Leicester 1988.
Research interests and activities: History of sport; Social
and Economic Aspects of Sport; Sport in Scotland.
 Books authored: Sport and Leisure in Social Thought
(1999), Highland Games: The Making of the Myth
(1991), Class, Race and Sport in South Africa's Political
Economy (1985).  Books edited: Encyclopedia of British
Sport (2000), Sport in the Making of Celtic Cultures
(1999), Sport, Scotland and the Scots (1999), Scottish
Sport in the Making of the Nation: Ninety-Minute
Patriots? (1994), Sport, Racism and Ethnicity (1991).



� Nancy Midol, professor at the University of Nice -
Sophia Antipolis, Department of sports and physical
education. Books authored: Démiurgie dans les sports et
la danse, L'Harmattan, Paris (1995), (with H. Pissard:)
1984: La danse jazz: De la tradition à la modernité,
Amphora, Paris (1984), Théorie et pratique de la danse
moderne, Amphora, Paris (1981).
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Research subject Sport is something more than a private leisure activity or
entertainment, and this is borne out by the historical and
present-day development of “popular sports” in Denmark
and in other countries. An intercultural comparison of sport
experience is carried out with a view to offering insights for
a European youth programme strategy. The research project
describes sport and body culture as a basis for identity
building by young people. In the context of different societal
and cultural frameworks, i.e.,  Denmark, France and
Scotland, it compares the organisational forms of sports, the
space and place of activities, the cultural display of body
movement, etc.. Special attention is paid to cultural identity,
intercultural as well as inter-ethnic relations, and democracy
in the context of globalisation and neo-tribalisation.

Abstract

This research project describes sport and body culture as a basis for the building of young
people's identity. In the context of different societal and cultural frameworks - Denmark,
France, Scotland - it compares the organisational forms of sports, the space and place of
activities, the cultural display of body movement etc. Special attention is paid to cultural
identity, intercultural as well as inter-ethnic relations and democracy in the context of
globalisation and neo-tribalisation. A pilot study of the project has realised an outline of
policy research in the three countries. The study takes a comparative approach. It is
committed to the anthropological balance between relativism and the humanistic
perspective. Since the final research stage has not yet begun, the project's main objectives
are yet to be achieved.



As policy research, the study takes a multi-disciplinary approach to body culture and
otherness. It includes specifically:

� Perspectives of cultural sociology. Attention is paid to social identity, bodily capital,
relations between work and leisure, etc..

� Perspectives of cultural and social history. Attention is paid to the changing
organisational pattern of sports, the change of movement patterns in sports, festivity,
games and play, the dynamics of body cultural display and identity, etc..

� Perspectives of psychology. Attention is directed towards personal development and
collective identity, feelings and the psychological qualities of sports, the construction of
in-group and out-group images, etc..

The study follows a critical approach. In sport, the young people do not only give body to
their dreams and to democracy, but they may also be subject to the market and to
authoritarian leaders. There is no reason to romanticise sport or to use it in the service of
any national or European myths. Critical study means that one does not only talk about
identity, but also about alienation.

In contrast to the functionalist construction of a system, special attention to paid to societal
contradictions. This is, however, done in a non-dualistic way in order to avoid dichotomous
evaluations of the type correct vs. wrong, progressive vs. regressive, or rational vs.
irrational.
The study follows a comparative approach. It is committed to the anthropological balance
between relativism and the humanistic perspective.

A main problem to solve on the methodological level is, how to give voice to the young
people. How do they express themselves? What barriers do they come up against – and
what elements facilitate them? How can their bodily display be verbalised –– without either
reducing it to answers in a questionnaire or romanticising it? How can we read their
expression contextually, i.e., in their own context? And how can a certain spectrum of
respondents be guaranteed – sport actives as well as non-actives or even sport-haters –
without reducing them to statistical categories? The final project will employ the
methodology of cross-border interviews and group observation.

Policy is not only a question of description – what is the situation and where do the
problems lie? – but also a question of evaluation. Therefore, the discourse of youth policy
concerns normativity. In this respect, the gap between policy and the educational and sports
discourse is not so wide, where evaluation normally takes the form of grades, whether
quantitative sports results – centimetres, grams, seconds, points – or school reports with
their grades and hierarchical ranking systems. Social qualities such as solidarity,
responsibility, cooperation and being "fun" disappear in this scheme of things. Being
difficult or impossible to quantify, these qualities are systematically rendered invisible as
“soft values”. If this method of evaluation were transferred from sport to youth policy,
these basic social qualities would also disappear. The study adopts, therefore, a qualitative
approach employing such categories as identity, play and democracy.



Initial Research Objectives

General objectives

Documentation of existing experiences in sport culture in the three cooperating countries.
A political perspectivation concerning strategies for youth programmes.

Specific objectives

To explore the role of physical existence, movement and body culture in cultural identity:
� How are the verbal dimensions of culture related to the bodily and sensual dimensions

as expressed in music, painting, bodily display and movement culture?
� What added values can be proved to exist in sports?
� Definition of the specific conflicts and contradictions found in sports
� How does sport contribute to cultural struggle?

Conclusions from the Main Research Results

Provisional hypotheses:

� No youth policy without sport policy.
� No sport policy without attention to the issues of democracy and identity within the

sport system.
� No youth and sport policy without an awareness of cultural contradictions and conflicts.


